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we are:
A CHRIST-CENTERED 

ORGANIZATION THAT PROVIDES 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR HEALING 

AND RESTORATION TO SURVIVORS 

OF SEX TRAFFICKING.

our mission:
SO EXPLOITATION ENDS

FOR ONE MORE GIRL.

our vision:
THAT EVERY SURVIVOR

WILL KNOW SHE IS VALUED,

HAS HOPE, AND IS

LOVED BY JESUS.

Sex trafficking has been documented in 
all 50 states, including lowa. You don't 

have to feel overwhelmed by this 
injustice - you can end sex trafficking 

locally by supporting survivors!



When serving with an anti-trafficking ministry, 
there’s a lot that can’t be shared publicly due to the 
nature of the work and the safety and privacy of the 
women. And yet there are so many beautiful stories 
of transformation happening behind the scenes, 
transformation you make possible. Through this 
impact report, it’s our honor to share a few of the 
stories that we can disclose, as a way of noticing what 
the Lord has been up to over the past year and allowing you to celebrate 
what it looks like when exploitation ends, and freedom begins. 

We introduced a new product this year through our social enterprise 
(knitted alpaca hats as shown on the cover); therefore, we spent a great 
deal of time thinking about what it takes to transform raw fiber into a 
finished product. The transformation takes time. 

I’ve often heard the process of transformation compared to a tapestry, 
being woven. I’ve never personally woven a tapestry, and imagine the 
process differs from knitting hats. I researched the technique to appreciate 
the imagery. I learned that as a tapestry is being woven, a weaver sits 
behind the loom, facing the back of the tapestry where the bobbins hang 
– each one a different color, waiting their turn to be picked up and used 
again. From this view, progress can seem slow and messy, but as the 
weaver works, she occasionally looks between the threads to see the front 
of the tapestry reflected in a mirror. There in the reflection she sees the 
proof and assurance that something beautiful is happening on the other 
side. And there it is.

Transformation can feel a lot like the back of the tapestry, where things feel 
cluttered and unfinished, and loose ends feel abandoned. But sometimes 
we get to peek between the threads, to see the reflection, and appreciate 
what the Lord has done. 

In the stories that follow, we invite you to “peek between the threads” at 
these stories of hope and healing - stories you’ve made possible by 
supporting survivors in their transformation journeys. 

        In grace,

A MESSAGE FROM OUR DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR:

Brandy Young



2021 Impact Stories...
take a peek between the threads

A Mom Gets a Second Chance
When one participant came to Wings, 
there was a date already set when the 
court was going to terminate her 
parental rights to her child. Although 
she had no hope for a different 
outcome, she specifically prayed for 
another chance. Miraculously, the 
court decided to delay the decision 
and give her another opportunity to 
regain guardianship in the future! She 
immediately responded, “Wow! 
Prayer really does work!” Through this 
experience, she understood for the 
first time that God is present and 
actually cares about what’s on her heart.

Participants Recommit to Their Healing
Restoration is not a linear journey 
and so it’s not uncommon for 
participants to decide to leave Wings 
of Refuge before completing the 
program. Sometimes they discover 
that they need continued support, 
but feel too discouraged to reach out 
for help. Two women overcame their 
fears and insecurities and instead of 
isolating, they maintained their 
relationship with the Wings family 
and decided to return! They 
recommitted to their healing and 
engaged with programming and 
classes at a deeper level.

A survivor gets an answered prayer

Two participants returned to WIngs



There is nothing more beautiful
than seeing survivors surrender to
Christ and come alive in freedom!
One woman has experienced a true
renewal of faith and it has been a
joy to watch her step into what it
actually means to follow Jesus. Her
heart has opened and she now
looks forward to doing morning
devotionals and attending church.
Another woman made the decision
to be baptized – a beautiful 
celebration as staff and volunteers 
cheered her on along the shoreline.  
Praise God for His merciful pursuit!

Finding Freedom in a New Name
After months of phone calls and 
filling out forms, one survivor 
finally got her name changed! This 
may not seem like a big deal, but it 
can be challenging to accomplish 
when a woman has limited proof of 
identification. There are practical 
reasons for getting a new name, 
like ensuring safety and being 
harder for traffickers to find. It can 
also provide a fresh start, a new 
identity, and a reconnection to 
oneself. One survivor found hope 
and healing when she 
disconnected from a family name 
that was tied to generational 
dysfunction and began anew.

Survivors Come Alive in Christ

2021 Impact Stories...
take a peek between the threads

A survivor gets baptized

A survivor gets a fresh start
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FINANCIALS

2021 REVENUE $784,135

Through your contribution, the Lord has woven each of you into the 
tapestry of Wings of Refuge. He has taken each gift and turned it

into a safe place for survivors to live in freedom. Thank you!
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2021 EXPENSES $588,782

19%
65%

15%

MONTHLY /
RECURRING GIFTS

$228,236

RESTORATIVE CARE
$383,608

development staff, 
marketing supplies, 

postage, printing 
expenses

FUNDRAISING
$91,095

administrative staff,
staff travel expenses,
company insurance,

employee benefits,
office supplies

ADMINISTRATION
$114,078

direct care staff, 
property expenses,
auto expense,  
groceries, clothing, 
counseling,
medical, 
celebrations, 
education and 
programming,
social enterprise

GENERAL GIVING
$167,599

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
$10,689

FUNDRAISERS
$225,655

GRANTS /
FOUNDATIONS
$151,955

Have you considered Wings of Refuge in your will? 

Praise God! The Lord provided beyond our current year’s need through 
your generosity. We plan to set aside part of the surplus as a reserve to 

help cover unforeseen expenses. Please join us in prayer as we seek God’s 
guidance on how to use the remaining surplus to impact survivors in 2022!



The ONE MORE Social Enterprise was successfully relaunched in 2021! It 
may seem like a simple gesture to offer employment opportunities to 
the participants in the home, but this program 
helps them establish healthy workplace 
boundaries and understand their worth apart 
from what they do.

A major highlight was taking the women to visit 
the local alpaca farm to meet the animals that 
produce the raw fiber for the new knitted hats. 
They were giddy at the opportunity to “snuggle” 
with an alpaca and one shared how neat it was 
to see all of the steps that go into making the 
product- that it is more than just a hat on a shelf 
at a store. The pride the women take from the 
work is both beautiful and inspiring.

THANK YOU

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
weaving worth into handmade products

wingsofrefuge.net  •  info@wingsofrefugeia.net  •  PO Box 2455, Ames, IA 50010
You can find this Impact Report on our website by clicking on "Financials" under the "About" tab.

Alpaca named Ariel

I can’t tell you how grateful I am to have the opportunity 
to work and save while I’m in the restoration home.            
I really love working here!  – Wings Participant

In sharing some of the amazing moments that we have celebrated in 
2021, we hope you have caught a glimpse of what goes on between the 
threads and how God is working in the lives of the women here at 
Wings through your generosity. I am reminded of Paul’s words in 
Colossians 2: “I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with 
everything there is to know of God. Then you will have minds confident 
and at rest, focused on Christ, God’s great mystery.” Even as we engage 
with the darkness of sex trafficking, we can all have minds that are 
confident and at rest because Christ is faithful to bring healing and 
restoration! Thank you for your partnership! 

        In Christ, 

        Angi Bright
        Executive Director


